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Last month, we talked about the furnishings at the Tabernacle.  If you recall, we 

looked at the specifications for the curtains and the coverings and also at the 

seamstresses that were tasked with making those items.  From the book of 

Exodus, we looked at the blue, purple and scarlet fabrics and also that it was men 

who were the seamstresses although skilled women were used to spin the yarns 

for the fabric.  The two main qualifications for both the men and women 

craftspeople were SKILLED HANDS and a WILLING HEART. 

Everything at the Tabernacle had a meaning.  Every piece of furniture, every 

drape, every color, every covering was laid out according to God’s plan and every 

piece told a story.  I can imagine that just coming into the courtyard of the 

Tabernacle would have been like being on sensory overload.   

Here’s the high, white drapes reminding me that God is holy and sinless and 

that I can’t get to Him by myself. 

I can only enter by one entrance to remind me that there is only one way to 

 God. 

The color purple to remind me that God is the king, the blue to remind me 

that he abides in heaven, and the scarlet to remind me that there must be a 

blood sacrifice for sins.   

The cherubim on the drapery reminding me, again, that God is holy, 

enthroned in heaven surrounded by angels who guard his glory. 

Even the three roof coverings on the building itself tell a story:  a goat hair 

covering tells us about the sacrifices that must be made for sin, a red ram 

skin covering reminding us again about the blood and then that tough outer 

covering indicating the protection of God over His people. 

Today, I want to talk about a specific fabric that was used at the Tabernacle and 

was also spoken about in various other places in the Bible.  That fabric is linen.  

Linen is one of the oldest known fabrics in history and it is mentioned 58 times in 

the Bible.  Linen is made from the fibers of the flax plant, one of the oldest 



agricultural plants in the world.  The two main usable parts of the flax plant are 

the fibers used for linen and the seeds.  The seeds can be crushed to extract 

linseed oil (LINEN/LINseed oil) or they can be used for feed for animals or 

humans.  Flax seed has gained in popularity as a supplement or health food. 

The process of making a flax plant into linen is no small task, especially in Bible 

times.  Flax is a perennial and takes about 100 days to come to bloom with purple 

flowers.  For making linen, the entire plant, which is about 3-4 feet tall, is pulled 

up by the roots to maintain the long fibers—you would not have wanted to cut 

those.  Then the plant had to be stored for weeks to months in order to soften the 

stalks almost to the point of rotting.  At that point, the fibers could be pulled 

apart more easily.  Then the fibers would be combed like cotton in a process 

called retting and sorted into long and short fibers then spun.  Long fibers would 

be used for drapery, sheeting and the like.  Shorter fibers could be used for 

clothing.  Obviously, in Bible times, all of this work was done by hand.  Nowadays, 

there are more mechanical processes for this work. 

Linen was and is a highly prized fabric because of its many qualities.  It is highly 

breathable, so think about how useful it was in hot climates like the Middle East.  

It is absorbent.  It is soft and smooth and holds its shape well—think about people 

wearing garments from linen for a very long time.  It is strong and lightweight.   

Historically, linen is most often spoken about as a fabric that was used by the 

Egyptian culture.  They were the first to mass-produce linen.  The Egyptians made 

garments of linen and they also used linen as burial cloths in mummification.  

Many mummies have been found that show their linen wrappings amazingly 

intact.  Since linen was so prized, the Egyptians used linen as a currency.  So now, 

remember back to the Tabernacle lesson when we asked, “where did the 

Israelites get fabric to build the Tabernacle in the middle of the desert?” And then 

answer: “the 10th plague: the firstborn of all Egypt is slayed because they did not 

put the blood on the doorpost at Passover.  The Egyptians are overwhelmed and 

just want the Israelites to go!  And the Scripture says the Egyptians “heaped” 

goods on them to get them to leave.”  One of those prized goods would have 



been yards and yards of linen.  Enough linen to build the Tabernacle according to 

God’s specifications. 

What else does the Bible say about linen?  It wasn’t only used for Tabernacle 

furnishings.  Fine white linen was used to make the garments that Aaron the high 

priest and the other priests wore at the Tabernacle.  The priests were 

commanded to wear linen undergarments, linen robes, sashes and turbans of 

fine, white linen as a symbol of purity when coming before the Lord.  These were 

called “holy garments.” The boy Samuel wore a linen ephod at the Tabernacle—a 

special garment that hung in front and back.  King David wore a linen ephod as 

well.   

The costliness of linen is spoken about in the Bible, too.  Joseph is clothed in linen 

as an honor after having interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams.  Samson offers 30 linen 

garments as the prize to anyone who could tell the answer to his riddle.  

Mordecai receives linen garments from King Xerxes.  The Proverbs 31 woman is 

described as being clothed in fine linen, making bed coverings of linen and also 

making and selling linen garments.  The rich man described in Luke lived in luxury 

and wore linen every day compared to poor Lazarus.   

Linen also has more holy contexts.  Joseph of Arimathea uses linen to wrap the 

body of Jesus after his crucifixion.  Mary and the disciples saw those linen 

wrappings when they peered into the empty tomb. 

Angels are described as wearing linen, white and clean.  Ezekiel and Daniel both 

receive prophecies from men wearing linen garments, presumably angels or the 

Pre-incarnate Lord.  The book of Revelation tells us the armies of heaven that will 

ride behind Jesus as he comes back to the earth are clothed in linen.   

Perhaps one of the most poignant and relevant verses about linen is found in 

Revelation 19:7-9.  It says,  

“Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has 

come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself 

with fine linen, bright and pure”— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the 

saints. And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to 



the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words 

of God.” 

Someday, the saints—believers in Jesus—will attend a banquet in heaven called 

the marriage supper of the Lamb.  The bride at that celebration is the church.  She 

is clothed in fine, white linen which stand for her righteous acts.  Imagine that:  

our righteous acts, done here on earth today, are like fibers being woven into a 

linen wedding dress for that special day when we feast in heaven with Jesus. 

What can we take away from this lesson?  First, if you own some linen—a piece of 

clothing or some table or bedlinens made of actual linen—prize it.  You are in 

good company, the company of many Bible characters.  Have some renewed 

appreciation for this meaningful historic fabric. 

Second, even if you don’t own some linen, realize that the good that you are 

doing for God’s Kingdom, including sewing shorts and dresses, is being woven into 

linen that will be acquired someday in eternity. 

 

 

 


