
Threads of Hope Sewing Devotion 5 

So, here we are again to look at some sewing references in the Bible.  You would 

think that we have exhausted all possible mentions of sewing and seamstresses 

but when you look into it, there are many references to sewing in the Scriptures.  

This is, of course, in large part because Bible-era people sewed out of necessity.  

Today we are going to look at some specific Old Testament seamstresses and 

some of the fabrics they used for their work. 

The book of Exodus tells us the story of the building of the Tabernacle.  God gave 

some specific instructions to Moses, the leader of the Israelites.  God told Moses 

to build a Tabernacle—a portable house of worship where His glory could dwell 

among the people.   

Whenever I am looking into a story, I like to see the five W’s: Who, What, Where, 

When and Why.  So first, imagine the Who, the Where and the When—the 

characters and the setting of our story.  The children of Israel have left Egypt, 

away from slavery and they have headed out into the desert.  Moses goes up on 

Mount Sinai to receive the 10 Commandments and the Law.  And then, starting in 

chapter 25 of Exodus, we see the What:  all the instructions God gives Moses 

about building the Tabernacle.   

Now tacked on to the five W’s is often an H:  HOW.  How are the people supposed 

to build this building?  I think this is a perfect Arizona story because we know 

what the desert looks like.  Imagine driving your car out into the desert and 

receiving instructions to build anything?  But to build a portable worship building 

in the desert?  How are they supposed to get the “stuff?”  God tells Moses to 

instruct the people to bring offerings of goods for the building, and included in 

the offerings are “blue, purple and scarlet yarn, fine linen, goat hair, ram skins 

dyed red and hides of sea cows . . . “ (Exodus 25:4-5)  These would be the sewing 

materials that would make the curtains and coverings for the Tabernacle and all 

the garments for the priests.  God goes on to say in verse 9 of chapter 25, “make 

this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.”  



The HOW is answered if we remember what happened earlier in the story.  The 

Israelites left Egypt in a rush after the Angel of the Lord came through the land.  

Anyone who did not have blood on the doorposts according to God’s instructions 

had the firstborn of their family die.  The Egyptians were so grieved and 

overwhelmed by this event that even Pharaoh himself demanded that they leave.  

The Scripture tells us that the Egyptians gave the Israelites whatever they asked 

for and so the Israelites plundered Egypt. The Egyptians literally loaded them up 

with goods so that they would GO! Included in those goods were gold, silver, 

precious stones, and FABRIC!  So here are the fabrics, and God is providing the 

pattern.  What about the seamstresses? 

When I was a little girl, our family was friends with another family whose dad was 

a pilot for United Airlines.  His name was Mr. Bone.  Often, if you are a pilot with a 

major airline for a number of years, you move up to do long-haul and overseas 

flights.  That was what Mr. Bone did.  All the kids were in awe of Mr. Bone—being 

an airline pilot was a big deal back in the day, maybe it still is.  Mr. Bone traveled 

everywhere.  But in his spare time, Mr. Bone sewed.  He had a sewing machine 

set up in the basement and he would cut out patterns and sew clothing for his 

kids and his wife.  We were amazed that a man, especially a man like Mr. Bone, 

could sew and even enjoy doing so.   

But look who is called upon to sew for the Tabernacle:  men!  Exodus 31 tells us 

about the craftsmen that God called upon to complete this sewing and even 

mentions two of them:  Bezalel and Oholiab.  Scripture tells us that God filled 

these two men with the “skill, ability and knowledge of all kinds of craftwork.” 

(Exodus 31:3) 

Men were not the only skilled seamstresses here.  Women are also mentioned.  

Chapter 35 of Exodus tells us, “every skilled woman spun with her hands . . . blue, 

purple and scarlet yarns and fine linen and all the women who were willing and 

had the skill spun the goat hair.” (Exodus 35: 25-26) Notice the requirements 

here:  skilled hands and a willing heart.   

If you have ever done a study on the Tabernacle, you will understand what an 

incredible building it was.  Just as everything else in the Scripture, the details were 



all laid out by God with a preciseness, an order and a meaning.  Every piece of this 

amazing building was a WHY.  And remember that this building and its courtyard 

that all had to be ready to be taken down, packed up, moved and set up again 

when God said “go!”  Consider just the fabric pieces of the Tabernacle: 

--A courtyard of 172 feet by 86 feet comprised of golden pillars and white 

linen curtains 8 ½ feet high.  The white reminded the people that God is holy and 

the curtains were too high to look over to remind them that God is too holy to 

look at. 

--A doorway to the courtyard of blue, purple and scarlet drapery—the one 

opening in the fence reminds us that there is only one way to God—through Jesus 

Christ, the Son, and the colors of the gate tell us about him.  Purple reminds us 

that Jesus is the king, blue reminds us that he came from heaven, and scarlet, or 

red reminds us that he gave his blood to pay for our sins.   

 -- Curtains of blue, purple, and scarlet—remember what those colors 

meant?—covering the insides of the Tabernacle building and also draperies 

covering the entrance to the Tabernacle building.   

 -- Fabric drapery covering the ceiling of the Tabernacle building, also 

purple, blue, and scarlet linen embroidered with cherubim.  Cherubim are the 

angels that are the guardians of God’s glory.  When the priests went into the 

Tabernacle, they could look up at the ceiling and see the cherubim there.  It was a 

reminder to them that God is holy, and that he cannot be where sin is. 

 -- The Veil between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies, also made of 

purple, blue, and scarlet linen and embroidered with the picture of two golden 

cherubim.  The word veil means to cover or hide.  God’s glory, the Shekinah, had 

to be covered or hidden because it is too magnificent to look at.   

 --In addition to the curtains that covered the ceiling, there were three 

coverings over the Tabernacle building.  The coverings were meant to protect the 

building, and they were also used to give us a picture about Jesus.  The first cover 

to go over the ceiling curtain was made from goat’s hair.  This covering reminded 

the people that a sacrifice had to be made for their sin.  Every year, the high priest 



offered two goats for the sins of the people.  One goat was killed, and the second 

goat was set free in the desert.   

--The next cover to go over the Tabernacle was made from ram’s skins.  

This cover was red.  Can you think of a reason why God might want the people to 

look at that red cover?  It reminded the people that blood had to be involved in 

the sacrifice for sin.  Jesus was willing to give his life’s blood for our sacrifice. 

 --The very outside cover for the Tabernacle was special.  We don’t know 

exactly what kind of animal skin was used for the outside cover because the 

Hebrew word TACHASH that is used isn’t clear to us.  It could have been a badger, 

or it may have been an animal like a sea cow (or dolphin/porpoise).  Some Bible 

translations list a dugong, a nearly extinct water mammal. To use skin from an 

animal like this would not have been a beautiful cover on the outside, but it 

would have been a very tough cover that would keep out wind, rain, the beating 

hot sun, and the sand storms from getting into the Tabernacle building.  This 

outer cover reminds us that Jesus is our protection.  If the people just looked at 

this covering, there was nothing beautiful about it that would make them 

interested in the Tabernacle.  The prophet Isaiah wrote the same thing about the 

Lord Jesus.  Isaiah wrote “there is no beauty that we should desire him.”  There 

was nothing particularly beautiful or handsome about Jesus when he was here on 

earth.  Many people didn’t even recognize that he was the Messiah Savior.  But to 

us who believe, Jesus is beautiful, just like seeing past the outside cover into the 

beauty of the inside of the Tabernacle. 

I can’t imagine sewing portions of the Tabernacle knowing that God’s glory would 

be housed within the fabric pieces I put together.  How nervous would you be?  

What would you be thinking every time you looked at the Tabernacle and saw the 

portion you sewed?  But what can we learn from this today? 

First, I need to have the same qualifications as these early seamstresses:  skilled 

hands and a willing heart.  I would like to think that you have both if you are 

sewing with Threads of Hope. 



Second, its all God’s pattern.  God is the one who has placed you here at this 

place, at this time to accomplish His purpose.  He has a preciseness to his plans.  I 

can’t go to Tanzania or to the Philippines, but with the skill of my hands and with 

a willing heart, I can still be a piece in God’s pattern. 

Third, God provides.  If God can provide sea cow hide in the desert, can he 

provide what you need in your life right now?  The answer is YES. 

Lastly, the garments that we sew tell a story just like the portions of the 

Tabernacle told a story.   When a boy or a girl receives our garments, they are 

hearing the story of the Gospel--that there is a God who hears them, knows them, 

loves them and forgives them.  We are sharing the Good News of the Gospel 

through a dress or a pair of shorts. 

Next month, God willing, we will look at more Bible fabric, but until then I hope 

you will meditate on the beauty of the Tabernacle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


